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FOR CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

_________________________________________

Ordaining a Class of Twenty-four

Graduates at the Theological School.

__________________

Emily (Emma) Curtis Hopkins, President

Of the Faculty, Reads an Address

_________________

She Sets Forth the Principles of 

The Teachings of Christian Science.

____________________

TO CONVENT THE WORLD.


Thursday morning, at 11 o’clock, the semi-annual ordination service was held at the Christian Science Theological Seminary, at No. 2019 Indian Avenue. The house was tastefully decorated with a profusion of flowers. Eighty students of the theological course were present, with other friends of the institution.


A class of twenty-four was ordained. The right hand of fellowship was extended by the Rev. F.S. Van Epps, of the faculty. The President, Emma Curtis Hopkins, then delivered the ordination address, which in substance follows:


To be ordained at this institution” does not signify that those who receive the degree have completed their theological studies here, but only that they have begun them.


It is an indication that they have accepted the foundation principle of Christian Science and are working out the problem of life by it. It is definite notification to all the world that, wherever they may be placed, they will hone their hopes upon the statements of the science, and solve all questions by the rule of Truth as taught: by Jesus Christ.


They wish by being thus ordained to show it they stop, in the regularly accepted theological arguments, at that proposition compels God to be the author and perceiver of evil, and resolutely deny, on the plan of righteous reasoning, that God, the good, is and can be the Being described in the churches and schools of the civilized world.


They are not ignorant of the letter, the teachings accepted by the theological seminaries and classic colleges of the world, being in some particular instances profoundly learned in the wisdom of the world as the wisest of those who criticize their reasonings.

To Their New Reasonings


They propose to hold, and they purpose demonstrating before all people that they are absolutely in the right by changing the moral and physical aspects of all things through their teachings. They hold that there is but one principle ruling the universe. This is their first point of difference with the regular teachings of other schools of the day. That there is a principle of good and a principle of evil they deny that God, the good is the author of evil they deny; that in a universe absolutely filled with God, the good, there can be any place or opportunity for sin, sickness, or death they deny. And they propose to demonstrate all so called evil as but the unreal phantasm of imagination- as non est as the serpents and flies of delirium tremens. They have been cured from their own delusions by this teaching. They have already cured many hundreds, even thousands, of their delusions of sickness, pain, and sorrow, by assuring them that such appearances are no part of God’s plan or intention with them.


To speak only what is true, are these hereby ordained to have power to heal by this Truth? Did Jesus Christ ordain them from the beginning? The words of truth are the only medicine that can cure of the delusion of disease. They are the only panacea for heartache and despair.


“The faithful ambassador bringeth health.” Unto the ministry of “the word” of health, Jesus ordained twelve, then seventy; then thousands. Unto the ministry of the same word this house of God ordains in His name and under His direction these Christian Scientists.
On The Side


Of the true affirmations of the character and works of God as announced by the devout of the world they stand to agree. When the honored representative of the Christian Church of the civilized world proclaims thus “God, being in himself substantially the Good, wills and restates only the good,” they ascent.


But when he announces world approved false affirmation of nature and office of God, the Creator, this body of thinkers stands to disagree. For when he then proceeds, as representative of the Christian Church of the day, to declare this God to be the author of evil they boldly dissent.


When this worthy voice of modern theology declares God the Good as an omnipresent spirit they respond “amen!” But when he then proceeds to call the creations of this substance mortal and erring they boldly refuse the inconsistency. When he affirms “ God as the only reality” they assent. When he proclaims that therefore evil is nonentity they see the righteousness of the reasoning. But they as children of the Spirit of whom they speak feel compelled to recall him to his judgment when he adds that mortality is as real as spirit. When he affirms that all that is willed or created us good how can they dispute? But when he then announces that the devil is the creation of Supreme Goodness they rebel

Though All The World


Announces that the Supreme Being and Only Creator made a Prince of Darkness, a Satan, Adversary or devil, this body of people will deny it on the ground of the simple, old world accepted axiom that “like produces like.” If then the theologians of the world reminds them that Jesus Christ, in whom they believe, affirmed the being and reality of Satan, these must call them to note that this same Jesus pronounced him “a lie and the father of it,” thus taking the responsibility forever out of the hands if God, the everlasting and only Creator.


A lie is a false word. A lie maintained will make the world look wholly different from what it really is to him who speaks it. Jeremiah says that “a man’s word is his only burden.”


With love and good will to all mankind this ministry goes forth. The world is their church. How can they help trusting the God who satisfieth them with good things when they acknowledge Him only?


How can they help adoring a God who can not be mocked into answering any prayers prayed by any man, woman, or child who calls Him a sender of bitterness or evil?


The true and prayer-hearing God they will preach to this Church.


The loving parent they will describe. The glory and peace of truth they will minister wherever they walk.

They Will Preach


The atonement according to science. They will tell you that when you have spoken the words of Jesus Christ till you are at one with the mind of God, so that you see only love and truth, and life and health and peace in all your experience, that then you have partaken of the only atonement signified by the history of Jesus Christ. They will tell you of the Trinity in unity, which is the threefold character of God as omnipresence, omnipotence, omniscience.


They are a ministry of the Holy Spirit dispensation which is the Comforter promised to reveal unto us all truth. She does not believe in the necessity for evil, this Comforter come now. All truth she speaks, saying: “God is not the author of confusion, but of peace.” The morning breaks, the shadows flee away with her words.


Sordid ways fall out of memory. The heavens of either roll away like a scroll and the old earth melting under the fires of His love shines like glass purified.


Home life is sacred under this dispensation. True marriage is recognized as divine. Divorce is not sanctioned. The Lord’s supper is the partaking of the words the Lord of life and glory taught us. No symbols are necessary where the heart understands truth. True happiness is that imbuement with spiritual power from the Truth which comes to all who have spoken it till they glow with its glory.

No Symbols Can Add


To the brightness of the fires of God in us working to will and to do as best pleaseth Him with us and through us and by us and for us. These are the invisible and vital relations which Jesus and Paul and James and John understood, and by which their miracles were wrought. The use of symbols has been found useless in healing, in uplifting from pain, in dispersion from grief.


Whoever receives from receives Him that sends them forth.


No sickness can reach them for they know the saving truth. Death cannot threaten them for they know the words of eternal life. Sin can not find them for they are hid with Christ in God.


Before them the bonds of wickedness are loosed, the heavy burdens are undone and all the oppressed go free.


 Before them shalt speed righteousness and the glory of goodness shall follow them.


They proclaim that the end of the former things has come and the new heavens and the new earth are already breaking upon our eager sight. The belief in evil they now declare lifted from the life of the world forever.


Now from this presence we send you forth to the world that waits the healing benediction of the Spirit with which you have been baptized.


You have been tried and not found wanting.


You have called and been answered by that fullness of power for which the devout in all ages have prayed.


You can heal the sick by the word if your speaking.


You can cheer the fainting.


When the hearts are cast down you shall say, there is lifting up.


You are the springing forth of that ministry prophesied by the devout old.


The Lord himself shall guide you continually and you shall want for no good thing. Be not afraid of the speech of people, nor seek for the world’s favors.


Speak the word boldly that is give to you to utter.

For on the morn

That is now here

No night shall ever fall:

The voice of truth

Tells loud and clear

That God us all in all.

