BIBLE LESSON XX,
John 19:1

SOURGE OF TONGUES

“Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him.” But
Jesus said never a word. We do not speak
when the scourge of tongues is upon our
character, our work, our motives.

We do not think anything when the scourge
of adversity is upon our undertakings. We do
not think or speak when sharp pains scourge
our bodies. We answer never a word when
one who has wronged us sorely tries by adroit
accusings to make us speak some retaliatory
words to engage us in quarrel. We give the
“soft answer that turneth away wrath” when
one has come to feel that he has just cause for
anger against us. Thus is the summary of this
lesson. According to the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, all evil is a lie from the beginning —
pure delusion. But the loving kindness of the
Gospel is such that we may know exactly what
to do under every circumstance and condition
of human experience to rise out of suffering
which seems real.

According to the Gospel, suffering of any
kind was not made for the children of God;
and we are the children of God.

Jesus told us that if the cup of sorrow
should be pressed to our lips we must refuse
it, saying: “I will not drink it. 1 refuse it.” He
tasted it once for the purpose of telling us we

183.
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