BIBLE LESSON XXXII.
Jeremiah 35

BUT ONE SUBSTANCE

This burning of the prophecies of Jeremiah
by Jehoiakim, King of Judah, brings to
remembrance the old Latin proverb, Qui vult
decipi, decipiatur, which means, “Let him who
wishes to be deceived, be deceived.”

Jeremiah had written to Jehoiakim that
there were two ways for him to save Judah
from destruction — one was by yielding to
Babylon which, though under the horizon of
power (that is, not apparently the coming
power), was yet going to conquer all nations;
and the other way was to call a great assembly
to prayer as Hezekiah had done about a
hundred years before.

There were no signs of Babylon attacking
Jerusalem and Jehoiakim burned the roll
containing the advices of Jeremiah. They
seemed to him nonsense. As a king he felt
that his words and actions must be worth
more than a prophet’s impressions, and he felt
a pompous certainty that he knew his own
business best. At any rate he wanted not to
believe Jeremiah, and it was his choice to set
up a scheme defying the defense of prayer and
the defense of horsemen. Babylon stood for
the intelligence of worldliness, and prayer
stood for the intelligence of spirit. Jehoiakim
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